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OUTDOOR ROOM NORTH
590 SQ. FT.

STUDY / 
EXERCISE ROOM

11' X 11'10"

MASTER BEDROOM SUITE
25'9" X 16'

DRESSING
AREA

W.I.C.

W.I.C.

MASTER
BATHROOM

OUTDOOR ROOM SOUTH
716 SQ. FT.

The more I 
study this 
plan, the 
more I like 
it. It is subtle 
and carefully 
thought out, 
and it works 

sublimely as a contemporary, 
luxurious master suite. Its 
layout is distributed around 
the core of a high-rise building. 
From experience, dealing with 
the core of a building is a ter-
ribly constraining reality. Here, 
the master suite is set between 

two large terraces and there 
is a clear flow to the sequence 
of spaces. It looks effortless 
and simple, but it’s not. I think 
there is a particularly interest-
ing moment at the top of the 
stairs where, before entering 
the bedroom, the occupant 
can go to the master outdoor 
terrace or a study/exercise 
room (and the other outdoor 
terrace), or to the bedroom 
proper. The latter has a very 
generous sleeping area with a 
central fireplace and its own 
massive outdoor terrace. The 

master bath is tucked away 
nicely and seems to be placed 
in the most private/serene 
area of the plan. I can imagine 
a material palette of large 
slabs of warm natural stone; 
deep, rich wood; soft fabrics; 
and elements of steel and 
glass. Understated and ele-
gant. It is refreshing to see a 
plan that is so well considered 
and brilliantly absent of 45- 
degree angles. Bravo. 
z Anthony Provenzano is an 
intern architect and furniture 
designer.

Three design experts analyze a layout for a 3,300-square-foot condominium

In 1916, 
in New 
York City, 
there was 
a stepped 
zoning bylaw 
where as a 
building grew 

in height, it shrunk in plan. 
This floor plan has the follow-
ing stats: 1,100 sq. ft. of living 
space, 1,300 sq. ft. of outdoor 
space and 900 sq. ft. of core. 
The outdoor spaces are divided 
into the north and south “out-
door rooms.” I love this jargon: 

With the raging Canadian dol-
lar and lineups for condos, this 
is a marketing marvel. I am 
taking the developer seriously 
that the outdoor rooms have a 
parapet wall of at least 10 feet 
with a beautiful window facing 
south. The greenery is year-
round with reflecting ponds, 
and the furniture is detailed 
teak chaises, tables and stack-
able seating by H.H. Furniture 
Inc. The ceiling is the sky, and 
the lighting is wall sconces 
and uplighting mounted in 
the honed limestone flooring. 

Moving indoors, the plan has a 
delightful master bedroom with 
an absolutely dreadful dressing 
and ensuite area, as well as an 
equally ridiculous study that 
has a sliding door. This master 
suite deserves a dedicated 
dressing area with mahogany 
detailing, and a slab marble en-
suite that offers separate van-
ities for each occupant — this 
makes for a long relationship.
z Dee Dee Taylor Hannah oper-
ates Taylor Hannah Architect 
and is a partner in Montclair 
Construction. 

This plan 
offers great 
outdoor 
space. I am 
a big fan of 
french doors, 
especially if 
they are in 

a master bedroom opening on 
to an outdoor room with south-
ern exposure. The fireplace in 
the master suite is also a nice 
touch, although a gas insert 
would be beneficial — increas-
ing the use and eliminating any 

smoke/spark issues. Generally 
speaking, I find this plan well 
balanced and organized, but I 
have an issue with traffic flow. 
I find it a bit awkward to enter 
the master bedroom through 
the dressing room. The latter 
space is usually reserved as a 
very private area and not one 
subject to entry from outside 
the master. I would eliminate 
the partition walls, creating a 
better ante room to the master 
suite and affording a bit more 
privacy. Another concern is 

one of code, in that an exit 
stairway may not be used as 
a corridor — such as the con-
nection between the dressing 
room and elevator. This is not 
likely to be approved without 
further changes. I assume the 
small stairway to the left gives 
proper access to the balance of 
the unit.
z Zac Ridgely is the principal of 
Ridgely Studio Works Inc., an 
interdisciplinary firm focusing 
on custom lighting, sculpture 
and design.
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the colour green goes with 
anything any time of the year 
— especially during the holi-
days when decorating is on 
your mind.

this year, think “living 
green,” as in real plants for 
decking the halls and making 
your house look festive and 
bright. indoor plants — and 
many outdoor plants — also 
make nice gifts whose impact 
endures post-holiday season.

start with a norfolk island 
pine, a tree you can enjoy long 
after you’ve packed the tinsel 
and lights in the attic. the 
pine is native to an island in 
the pacific ocean between 
australia and new Zealand.

as houseplants, the pines 
come already potted in sizes 
suitable for any space in your 
home — the kitchen counter, 
hallway table or dining room 
sideboard. several in various 
sizes look nice atop a fireplace 
mantel. a small tree works in 
apartments, dorms and nurs-
ing homes, and it makes an 
ideal gift for hostesses and co-
workers. a larger version can 
be used as a full-sized christ-
mas tree, and you don’t have 
to send it to the curb once the 
holiday has passed. 

children also enjoy a lit-
tle pine tree in their rooms 
— decorated with nothing but 
sweet candy canes and red-
ribbon bows. small ornaments 
also adorn them perfectly.

in addition to the norfolk 
island pine, decorate with 
plants such as christmas cac-
tus, ivy topiaries, potted rose-
mary and other small plants 
available online and at stores 
that sell plants, including the 
Home depot.

Norfolk IslaNd PINe

place the pine in an open, 
bright location, but not in full 
sun. the plant likes to be near 
a window but away from dir-
ect heat. Keep the soil moist 
but don’t let it stand in water. 
Feed with a houseplant fer-
tilizer monthly. indoors, the 
plant helps filter air. outdoors, 
it dislikes temperatures below 
15c. 

ChrIstmas CaCtus

Keep the plant in a cool but 
sunny spot where hot drafts 
from a fireplace or heat vent 
will not hit it. temperature 
fluctuation causes the buds 
to drop before the flowers 
open. Keep the soil evenly 
moist but not soggy; the plant 
wilts when the soil gets too 
dry. avoid fertilizer while the 
plant is in bloom. during the 
summer, keep it outdoors in 
a shady location and fertilize. 
prune after flowering is fin-
ished to promote branching.

Ivy toPIarIes

ivy is a lovely plant when it’s 
contained and trained into a 
special sheared shape called a 
topiary. it likes bright, indirect 
or diffused light. Keep the soil 
moist but not soggy, letting it 
dry out between waterings. 
during the holidays, pick up 
several pots of trailing ivy and 

display them in holiday con-
tainers. afterwards, put the ivy 
in vintage containers to enjoy 
indoors until you can use the 
plants in outdoor containers. 
shower the plant with cold 
water to prevent spider mites. 

rosemary

placed in the sun and given 
excellent drainage, this ever-
green plant thrives indoors 
as a houseplant or outdoors 
in the herb garden. it can also 
be sheared into decorative 
shapes or a small, low-grow-
ing border. put rosemary 
where you can smell its aroma 
and admire its green to grey-
green foliage. Flowers are pale 
violet-blue. it’s often sold in 
decorative pots during the 
holidays and can continue 
growing that way. 

terrarIums

these miniature greenhouses 
work in small spaces where 
there is bright, indirect light. 
many thrive under fluorescent 
lights in offices. 
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Deck the halls with 
year-round greenery 

Indoor living 
with trees,  

herbs and ivy

Bed Bath & Beyond has found a home here with the offi-
cial grand opening yesterday of its first canadian location 
in the bayview glen shopping centre in richmond Hill. 
designed with the home decor consumer in mind, the 
store offers approximately 34,000 square feet of quality 
lifestyle merchandise and home furnishings, and intro-
duces canadian consumers to many items previously un-

available in this country from brands including simple-
human, oxo, breville and Homedics. each department 
is designed to feel like a store within a store, where cus-
tomers will find a large selection of great gifts, seasonal 
decorating ideas and everyday home items including spa-

quality towels, kitchen gadgets and organization items, 
dinnerware, window treatments and closet and storage 
items. the new store also offers a bridal and gift registry 
with expert consultants, a broad selection of merchandise 
— including Waterford, Kate spade and Vera Wang — in-
store hand-held scanners and many other features in its 
fine china and giftware department. National Post  
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Bed Bath & Beyond opens its first store in Canada – just in time for the holidays

Ivy topiaries add an elegant 
touch to your holiday decor.
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